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Christmas Eve Worship

If you are like most Americans, the next
few weeks will be spent shopping for
the perfect Christmas gift to give your
loved ones. You do everything that is
humanly possible. You check lists, verify
the correct size and double check color.
Lastly, just to be sure … you tell the
clerk, “I will need a gift receipt.” It’s like
an insurance policy so your perfect
Christmas gift can be returned or
exchanged for what they
really wanted.

New Year’s Eve Worship
(aka Sweater Sunday)

“Yea God” for Meghan Weaver
Children’s Christmas Program
Christmas Open House
Fall Cribbage Tournament
Mission Opportunity & Highlight
Operation Christmas Child
Noisy Offering
November Fun
Announcements
Birthdays & Anniversaries
December Calendar & Schedules

Upcoming Events
Dec 2 ~ Christmas Bazaar &
Cookie Walk/Bake Sale
Dec 9 ~ Ladies Christmas
Luncheon
Dec 10 ~ New Member Sunday
Dec 16 ~ Christmas Program
Dress Rehearsal
Dec 17 ~ Children’s Christmas
Program
Dec 24 ~ Christmas Eve Services
3:00; 4:30 & 9:00 PM
(no 9:00 AM service)

Jan 28 ~ Annual Meeting

by Pastor David Hanson

Most of us have a very
dear and loving relative
who has the incredible
knack to choose the
most returnable gift
every year. God bless
them, they are loved
dearly, but it must be
fate to miss the mark so
many years in a row. So, the moral
dilemma becomes do you keep the
graciously given bright blue flannel
pajamas with the little clouds and
airplanes, which would have been
appreciated when you were eight years
old, that you will never wear except in
an emergency, or do you return them
and get something you will use and
appreciate more?
You may think I'm kidding about the
pajamas, but I’m not. They were given
to me many years ago and I decided to
keep them. If you’re giggling now, stop
it! They have remained neatly folded in
my drawer for a decade or more
Christmases. I could have returned
them and taken the cash. I could have
exchanged them for something more
useful. I’m not really sure what made

me keep them, but I do know this, if I
had returned them for the cash I would
have long since forgotten what the cash
had been used for. If I had exchanged
them for something more practical, the
connecting memory to grandma’s gift
would have faded long ago.
Now, any morning when I dig in my
dresser drawer for the day’s socks, I
glance, if just for a fleeting moment at
those white fluffy clouds on the
brightest of blue skies and hear the roar
of barn storming pilots chasing about.
In that blink of an
eye I think of my
grandma and her
Christmas
gift,
graciously given for
a boy of younger
years once held in
arms
of
love,
wearing soft warm
flannel with the
smell of newness
and the feel of Christmas. In a moment
of time, too small to measure, I
remember
love,
Christmas
and
Grandma as I begin a new day.
I am reminded once again that it is not
the gifts, but the giving that matters.
We are drawn through the GIFT to the
GIVER. God has given us all so much gifts of love that no one would ever
think to return. God’s GIFT is given
unconditionally, one size fits all, soft and
warm to the touch, a delight to the eye,
on no one’s wish list. A surprise! A joy
unexpected! I give thanks to God this
Christmas season for grandmas and
grandpas, for moms and dads, for
families of every kind, and I ask that
God would bless you and yours with the
greatest gift ever given, Jesus!

Christmas Eve

New Year’s
Eve Worship

Sunday, December 24, 2017

The Christmas hymn “Oh Come All Ye Faithful”
calls us to come and worship the Christ child. No
matter how many holiday commercials tempt our
understanding, the real meaning is found on
bended knee in worship of God, now with us in
Jesus. Come!

Family Worship
3:00 p.m.

Christmas is a time for families to come together.
Because families come in all shapes and sizes,
and not all families can be together for the
holidays, we invite you to come be a part of
God’s family this Christmas Eve.
Come
experience the feeling of welcome and belonging
that comes when the family of God gathers for
worship on this very holy night.

Candlelight Worship
4:30 & 9:00 p.m.

There is something that speaks to every human
heart at Christmas. When the music lifts our
spirits and the candle light is passed in the
darkness, there is something that happens to our
hearts. We are reminded that God is with us now
in Jesus. We experience His light in our darkness.
God gives us the real Christmas gifts of hope,
love, joy, and Peace!
...remember, there is no 9:00 am service on
Christmas Eve & no services on Christmas Day...

Sunday, December 31st at 9:00 a.m., will be our New
Year’s Worship as a way to start our 2018 New Year
out right. Come and worship! Experience God’s love
in Jesus Christ, which makes all things NEW!
Come dressed comfortably for...

“Sweater Sunday”
Not “ugly sweater,” unless you want to, but wear
your warm & toasty, brand-new or old- worn
sweaters. Wear your favorite sweater and
share the story that goes with it.
Worship will be the favorite...

“Hymn & Carol Sing-A-Long”
Call out your favorites and we’ll sing a verse or two.
Our gospel message will focus on “New Beginnings
In Christ.” Worship, sing and hear the good
news! Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the
new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17
After worship it’s…

“Appetizer Potluck”
Not sure what to do with the Christmas
leftovers?
Bring them for the
“Appetizer Potluck” following worship.
Fellowship treats at the Peace Café will
be whatever holiday leftovers you have to share.
Come celebrate 2018
possibilities for you!

and

God’s

grace-filled

“Yea God” for Meghan Weaver
When people describe Meghan, they say she has an amazing energy
and passion for life. I have heard people say over and over that she is
fantastic with the children and teens she works with here at Peace. She
connects with them where they are and softly encourages more from
them, bringing out that incredible person God created. Every moment she
spends caring for students makes a difference in their lives. The energy she pours into building
relationships creates a safe place for God to work in students’ lives.
Youth workers faithfully invest a lot of time and resources working with students. It can be both extremely
fulfilling and tremendously exhausting. 1 Thessalonians 5:12 says “Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to
acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you.”
With this scripture in mind, take a moment this month to thank Meghan for all her hard work or write a
note of encouragement. Most importantly, pray for Meghan, the Christian Education, and the Youth
Activities volunteers as they work with our youth. Remember, today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders.
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Children’s
Christmas Program
Dress Rehearsal
Saturday, December 16th
9:30 am - 2:00 pm
Everyone participating in and
helping with the program needs
to be at the dress rehearsal.
Lunch will be provided.
* * *
Program
Sunday, December 17th
9:00 am
Invite your family & friends for
this wonderful Christmas
program as we follow the star to
the new born King!

The costumes and decorations are out of storage, parts
have been assigned, and children are busy learning new
songs. Join us December 17th as we experience meeting
Jesus the newborn king, for the first time. It's a journey
that will take us to Galilee where a carpenter is visited by
an angel in a dream; to the desert where visitors from the
East follow a star and a promise; to the fields outside
Bethlehem where a group of shepherds watch their flocks;
and to the temple of Jerusalem where the centuries-old
prophecy of love and redemption is soon to be fulfilled.

Christmas Open House
Sunday, December 17
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Pastor David & Stephanie's New home
936 Deerfield Road; Watertown
Please save the date! Stephanie and I would like to
invite you to our NEW home for a Christmas Open
House. We moved in August, so this will be our first
real gathering. Come join us as we celebrate Jesus’
birth this Christmas. We know it is a very busy time of
year for everyone, so please come if you can or
consider this an open invitation for other times to
come. It will be a casual open house - no gifts - just
you! There will be Christmas treats, delicious hot
spiced apple cider, rich and tasty hot cocoa and fresh
brewed "Mocha Monkey”
coffee—and the return of
the "Yule Cake" too! The
Vikings’ game will be on
with plenty of seats around
the screen. We look forward
to seeing you. Save the
date!

Hospitality Ministry Team

Fall Cribbage Tournament
The Cribbage tournament is quickly turning into a favorite here at Peace. The fall
Cribbage Tournament was held Friday, November 17th and was again a great
success. There were two brackets of cribbage players. Each bracket had 9 teams
for a total of 36 people playing cribbage. The winning team from each bracket then
competed for the cribbage tournament title. Dour Hall and April Tesch competed
against Curt & Sue Ziermann. In the end, Curt & Sue
won the top spot. Congratulations to them both.

Curt & Sue Ziermann
Various prizes were given for different levels of play and as door prizes. Thank you
to Karen Lotito for getting gift certificates and prizes from local merchants. Thank
you also to Watertown Fuel & Food and Beth Seefeldt for the grand prize and
runner-up gift certificates.

April Tesch & Dour Hall
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The event is organized by the Hospitality Team and is held twice a year, once in
the spring and again in the fall. Watch the worship bulletin and website for details
of the next tournament.
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Mission Ministry Team

Thrivent Financial Giving

Missions Work Day January 27, 2018

by Karen Hoernemann

by Sue Ziermann

On Saturday, January 27th, we will be having our annual Missions Work
Day. This day is set aside to work on projects for some of the missions
we support. We will work from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Stay all day or as
long as you can, any help is appreciated. Below are lists of projects
and needed supplies (if you can’t make the work day but have a supply
we can use, let us know).
There will be a potluck lunch at noon so bring a food item to share. If
you have any questions, see Ruth Clark or Sue Ziermann. Please
consider being a blessing to those in need.
Projects:
• Pillowcase dresses—simple to sew (there are 18 kits ready to
assemble or take home to sew)
• Tie quilts (missions & graduates)
• T-shirt diapers (cut and/or sew)
• Neckgators (homeless blessing bags)
Supplies Needed (if you have them)
• Portable sewing machines
• Serger
• Cutting Mats
• Rotary Cutter
• Scissors
• Clean used white t-shirts any condition

Mission Highlight

Heifer International
Heifer International is one of the
Missions that Peace supports
quarterly. Heifer International's
mission
is
to
work
with
communities to end world hunger
and poverty and to care for the
Earth.
Dan West was a farmer from the American Midwest and
member of the Church of the Brethren, who went to the
front lines of the Spanish Civil War as an aid worker. His
mission was to provide relief, but he soon
discovered the meager single cup of milk
rationed to the weary refugees once a day
was not enough.
And then he had a thought: What if they
had not a cup, but a cow?
That "teach a man to fish" philosophy is
what drove West to found Heifer
International. And now, nearly 70 years
later, that philosophy still inspires our work
to end world hunger and poverty throughout the world
once and for all.
HOW IT WORKS
We empower families to turn hunger and poverty into
hope and prosperity – but our approach is more than just
giving them a handout. Heifer links communities and helps
bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with
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Thrivent Financial is now open to all
Christians. Thrivent members have “Choice
Dollars” to give to their choice of charities.
2017 dollars must be distributed by March 31,
2018. Peace has received anywhere between
$250 to $1,250. The availability of Choice
Dollars depends on the type of products
owned by the member. More information
and designating Choice Dollars can be done
online.
Thrivent Action Team Visa cards are also
available to each member. These can be
used for ministry-related expenses. For more
information, visit www.thrivent.com/making-a
-difference or talk to Karen Hoernemann.
Making a difference — every day, life
presents opportunities to help someone in
need. DARE to be GENEROUS.

a long history of poverty. Our animals
provide partners with both food and
reliable income, as agricultural products
such as milk, eggs and honey can be
traded or sold at market.
When many families gain this new
sustainable income, it brings new
opportunities for building schools, creating agricultural
cooperatives, forming community savings and funding
small businesses.
PASSING ON THE GIFT
The core of our model is Passing on the Gift. This means
families share the training they receive, and pass
on the first female offspring of their livestock to
another family. This extends the impact of the
original gift, allowing a once-impoverished family
to become donors and full participants in
improving their communities.
The goal of every Heifer project is to help families
achieve self-reliance. We do this by providing them
the tools they need to sustain themselves, and it's
thanks to the generosity of donors like you.
You have the power to give a hungry family the training it
takes to feed themselves and their children; to give a
young girl a chance at an education; to empower a woman
to have a voice in her community. Together, we can
change the world, one family, one community at a time.
And it all starts with a gift.

You have the power to change everything. Learn how at
www.heifer.org.

www.come2peace.com
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Christian Education

Operation Christmas Child
On November 15th, SPARK Kids Klub packed items
donated by members of Peace and SPARK
Kids Klub families. The goal was to pack 70
shoeboxes, but with everyone’s help, the kids
were able to pack 96 boxes. Each of the
boxes included a “wow” toy, hygiene items,
school supplies, and a card decorated by a
SPARK child.
On Sunday, November 19th, the boxes were
brought to the altar, and then the kids prayed a blessing over them during
JAM.
Thank you to the many volunteers who made this
packing party possible and an extra special thank
you Nicole Johnsrud for all your hard work
organizing this mission and teaching our children
the importance of giving.

Christian Education

Noisy Offering Challenge
Pastor David’s Noisy Offering
Challenge was met with gusto.
The sound of change being put in
buckets rang loud and clear to a
total of $407. The mission for this
fall is Hurricane Relief. The money
will be sent to LCMC churches in
the hurricane-affected areas to
distribute to those in need. So far,
we have raised $575.90.

500
L!
Reached

There is one
Noisy Offering
left for this
mission. Can
we
reach
$700?
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Harlow Sue Brandenburg
July 1, 2017
n November 26th, the Born:
Baptized: November 19, 2017
youth group went to Delano Daughter of Joshua & Courtney Brandenburg
Lanes for an afternoon of Baptismal sponsors: Jared & Annie Miller and Joe & Brei
bowling and fellowship.

Brandenburg

n November 12th, Pastor
David gave a message
called “Pumpkin Patch
ospel.” He used pumpkins
to illustrate how people put
a smile on their face but
there is no light showing through. When they give
their life to Christ, He cleans out the “yucky” stuff
and puts His light in us to shine for all to see.
Missed the message? Watch it today on our website:
www.come2peace.com/resources/Sunday Messages.

November
Birthdays and
nniversaries
Celebration.

PLC students packed 17 College Care Packages on November 19 th to help our college students as they study for finals.
Care packages are sent twice a year - in the spring and fall. Watch the bulletin for the next packing date and donation list.
If you would like to add a college student to the list, contact Meghan Weaver.
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Announcements
It is hard to believe that January is
just around the corner. Before we
know it, we will be packing away
the ornaments and making our
New Year’s resolutions. Since this
time of year tends to be so busy,
we wanted to take a moment to
remind you that donations have to the received or post
marked (if mailed) by December 31st in order to be
included in your 2017 giving statement.
If you have any questions on this or on the status of your
2017 giving to date, please contact Sue Beulke at 763-4421703 or sue.beulke@gmail.com.
Do
you
have
pictures or
an article
for the newsletter?
Email them to the
church office by the
third Friday of the
month.

Did you know there is a Lost and Found in the
coat room? Are you missing something (a
water bottle, gloves, a Bible, kids clothes)?
Check out the Lost & Found.
The sixth annual LCMC
(Lutheran Congregation in
Mission for Christ) Three
Days of Prayer has been set
for January 2 - 4. This is
something that could be added to your daily
prayer time. For more information on the LCMC
or the Three Days of Prayer, visit www.lcmc.net.
Day One: January 2 - confession.
Day Two: January 3 - petition.
Day Three: January 4 - vision.

Memorial

given in loving memory of
Esther Spencer - 25

Dec 15
Dec 18

Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 1
Dec 2
Dec 6
Dec 8
Dec 9
Dec 14
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Mike Lindberg
ndrew Thorson
Sandy Fleischman
Brianna Hausladen
Nick Juncewski
RaKel Schroeder
Marty Malmin

Dec 24
Dec 26

Dec 27

Doreen Seal
Kelsie Simon
dley Hanson
Karen Mogard
Norm Bauer
Victoria Sprenger
Tim Dressel
Joseph Perez
Butch Essig
Paul Bushard
Cassie Engelke
shley Stender
Zach Stender
Peyton Feltmann
Carter Mittelstaedt
Malorie Thorson

December 3
December 4
December 6

Cade & Melissa Stuntebeck
Nathan & Mandy May
Kris & Heather Hanson

December 7

Stuart & Carolyn Foster

December Birthdays & Anniversaries
celebration is December 10
If you have a birthday or anniversary in December and did not get
recognized, email the church office: office@come2peace.com. We will
gladly include you on our list.

www.come2peace.com
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Worship Service Volunteer Schedule

Special Music

12/03/17

12/10/17

12/17/17

dult Choir

Children’s
Choir

Children’s
Christmas Prog

December 2017

12/24/17
3:00 PM

12/24/17
4:30 PM

12/24/17
9:00 PM

P. Feltmann &
L. Hanson

12/31/17

colytes

Mikayla Thorson
& M. Juncewski

R. May

D. Schroeder &
. Seefeldt

M. Heun &
R. May

Malorie Thorson
& . laspa

reeters

Thaemerts

Hoernemanns

Hausladens

Weinzierls

Rieckenbergs

J M Session

N. Johnsrud

T. Christensen

J. Perez

TBD

N J M

N J M

L. Boyadjis

Reader

B. Seefeldt

M. Hoese

B. Rieckenberg

R. Clark

TBD

TBD

Peace Youth

Ushers

Johnsruds

Schroeders

Rieckenbergs &
Essigs

Sundblads &
Barfnechts

TBD

TBD

Petersons &
Nesvolds

Schroeders &
Simons

Mittelstaedts &
Bauers

oebels &
Hoernemanns

N PE CE
C FE

N PE CE
C FE

N PE CE
C FE

Peace Youth

E. Cartland

B. Hoernemann

E. Strand

P. Schansberg

E. Cartland

B. Hoernemann

E. Strand

Peace Café
Sound System

P. Mittelstaedt
Perezs

Communion ssistants

. Hulley & J. Perez

J. Perez & .
Johnsrud

. Hulley & B.
Seefeldt

B. Rieckenberg

. Hulley &
J. Perez

Ministry Board on Duty

. Hulley & J. Perez

J. Perez & .
Johnsrud

. Hulley & B.
Seefeldt

B. Rieckenberg

. Hulley &
J. Perez

ltar Care

Barb Schansberg & Cathy Rieckenberg

th

Dec 10 Noisy ffering Helpers: Karver Schroeder, Sophia Pederson, aron Seefeldt, ddison Weaver, ustin Seefeldt, and Juliana Wendland

1/07/2018
Special Music

1/14/2018

1/21/18

January 2018
1/28/18

Children’s Choir

colytes

. Hausladen
& M. Heun

Mikayla Thorson

M. Juncewski &
R. May

D. Schroeder

reeters

Strands

Sprengers

Barfnechts

Beulkes

P. Schansberg

E. Cartland

B. Hoernemann

E. Strand

J M Session
Reader
Ushers
Peace Café
Sound System
Communion ssistants

Bob Rieckenberg & len Hulley

Ministry Board on Duty

Bob Rieckenberg & len Hulley

ltar Care

Jackie Cramb

Jan 14th Noisy ffering Helpers: Cullen May, Tristan Johnsrud, Chloe Knutson, Casey Stuntebeck, Mya Engelke, and Charley Stuntebeck

Please review the schedule. If you are unable to serve on the date(s) listed above, please contact one of the other volunteers and
see if they can switch dates with you. If you do reschedule, send an email to the church office with the updated information to
ensure the bulletin gets updated office@come2peace.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

December 2017

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
AM
AM
6:30 am Men’s Coffee 6:30 am Men’s Coffee
9am-3pm Christmas
Bazaar
3
1st Sunday of dvent
AM
9:00 Worship
10:00 Fellowship
10:00 Youth roup
10:00 Sunday School

4

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew

5

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

AM
9:00 Worship
10:00 Fellowship
10:00 Youth roup
10:00 Sunday School

11

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew
9:00 Men’s Coffee

8

9

15

16

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
11 Ladies Christmas
Luncheon

(Mario’s)
PM
3:00 SP RK Kids Klub
PM
5:45 Christmas Prct
6:30 Women’s Bible
6:30 I NITE Confir
Study

12

13
AM
AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
6:30 Men’s Coffee
11 W P Potluck &
Cookie Mission at
Mary nn Hoese’s

14

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew
9:00 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

PM
5:30 Hospitality Mtg

PM
pen House

(Pastor & Stephanie’s )

6:00 Youth ctivities
Mtg (Perez Home)

24
25
Food Donation Sunday Church ffice Closed
No Morning Worship
or Activities

6:30

PM
utreach Mtg

19

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:30 Women of Peace
(Quarterly Mtg)

9:30 Christmas Prgm
(Dress Rehearsal)

(St. Boni Mocha Monkey)

10:00~Ladies Coffee
(Mario’s)

18
AM
AM
9:00 Children’s
6:30 Men’s Coffee
Christmas Program 8:00 Cleaning Crew
10:00 Fellowship

Christmas Eve
Services
3:00~Family
4:30~Candlelight
9:00~Candlelight

7

(St. Boni Mocha Monkey)

17

1:00

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

10:00~Ladies Coffee

PM
5:30 Christian Ed Mtg
10
New Member Sunday
Love INC Sunday
B-day & nniversary
Celebration

6

PM
3:00 SP RK Kids Klub
5:45 Christmas Prac.
6:30 I NITE Confir
20

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

21

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew
9:00 Men’s Coffee

22

23

29

30

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

(St. Boni Mocha Monkey)

10:00~Ladies Coffee

(Mario’s)
PM
PM
1:00 N. .P.S. Food
3:00 SP RK Kids Klub
PM
Box Pick-up 6:30 I NITE Confir
6:30 Women’s Bible
6:30 Missions Mtg
Study
7:00 Exec Board Mtg

26

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
8:00 Cleaning Crew

27

AM
6:00 Men’s Coffee

28

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee
9:00 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

AM
6:30 Men’s Coffee

(St. Boni Mocha Monkey)

10:00~Ladies Coffee
(Mario’s)

PM
6:30~Ministry Brd Mtg

PM
No Wednesday
Activities

31
Youth Sunday
AM
9:00 New Year’s Eve
Worship (aka
Sweater Sunday)
10:00 ppetizer
Potluck
No Sunday School or
Youth Group

Newsletter and Worship Bulletin Cutoff
Newsletters: Pictures, reports, announcements, calendar additions, and worship volunteer schedule updates for the next newsletter
are due December 17 to the church office: office@come2peace.com to ensure they make the next newsletter.
Worship Bulletins:
Announcement requests and changes for Sunday worship bulletins are due noon Wednesdays to

office@come2peace.com or by calling the church office at (952) 955-3434.
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600 Kristi Lane ❖ PO Box 817
Watertown, MN 55388
(952) 955-3434
office@come2peace.com
www.come2peace.com

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

Every week people tell us...Peace is worth the drive!

Sign up for email
updates from Peace
Stay up to date with what
is going on at Peace by
signing-up to receive
monthly newsletters and
other
church - wide
announcements. Contact
the church office at
office@come2peace.com
to have your name
added to our electronic
mailing list.

www.facebook.com/
peacelutheranwatertown

